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DAYTON, Ohio, March 7, 1973 --- This is a bit of background on the
University of Dayton's newest sport, or recreational activity, call it what
you may.
They will be running the April 1 meet which you might find interesting.
If you want an experience, join the un students on one of these courses. Don
Devlin can give you information. His phone number is at the bottom of this
sheet.
The University of Dayton Orienteering Team, current North American
champions, continued their winning ways over the weekend by sweeping first
place in both the intercollegiate and R.O.T.C. categories during the largest
orienteering race -on record in the United states at Athens, Ohio.
The intercollegiate team, comprised of Kevin Kenney, steven Jahrsdoerfer,
Mike Matheny and John Kramer completed the 3.15 mile course over the hills
of the Wayne National Forest, trouncing the nearest competition by more than
eight minutes per man.
One member of the women's orienteering team, Wendy Williamitis, finished
second in the women 18 to 21 age bracket, while Carrol Martin placed third
in the 21 and older competition. Over 250 competitors from 20 universities
were represented in this Ohio university meet.
The 1973 Ohio open championship's will again be hosted by the University
of Dayton on April 1st. Over twenty five universities and such groups as the
Marine Physical Fitness Academy, the Ft. Benning Ranger Committee, and the
U.S. Army Special Forces Tzams will compete.
Orienteering, a long standing sport in Europe, has been ga1n1ng
popularity in the U.S. The sport is basically a cross country race where
runners locate check points. Each runner selects his own route using map and
compass to compute time advantages.
The University of Dayton Orienteering Club is the focal point of
orienteering throughout the Miami Valley. The R.O.T.C. cadet ranger company
provides the core of expertise and organization while the general membership
includes students from Wright State University, Sinclair Community College,
Miami University and the University of Dayton.
The Dayton Club hosted the first meet in America between ROTC cadets in
February 1972 when Dayton won the meet trophy over Ohio University at Woodland
Trails, Ohio.
Another first was the Ohio Open Championships held in March 1972. This
was the first open competition hosted by a ROTC based club. This event drew
over eight universities and several general membership clubs. Nearly 100
competitors from across the country raced in this first meet held at Burr
Oak, Ohio.
1972 was a very good year for the Dayton Club. In September at st.
Bonaventure University, Dayton cadets placed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in the advance
individual collegiate category, and took the team second place trophy as
well as women's third place finish.
In October, the cadets paced all collegiate entries at the United
States open championships in New York.
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The high point of the year was winning the North American intercollegiate
championship at Southern Illinois University in November 1972. This meet
placed Dayton as the first place team while in individual competition the
Dayton cadets finished 2D, 3D, 4th, 5th, and 6th. Dayton girls took two
third place trophies.
This year, 1973, Dayton hosted a winter meet in February which attracted
five universities. The event saw Ohio University _take the team event and
wome 's division..
Currently, orienteering is an accredited course at several mid-western
universities. As is the case at most schools, the orienteering course at
Dayton is taught by a member of the military science department faculty.
The appeal of orienteering is that it is not only a competitive sport but a
recreational activity as well as a fundamental exploring or outdoors skill •
.•••••• Donald L. Devlin, University of Dayton, 229-3326.
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